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What is Best Workplaces for 
CommutersSM?

• Regionally and nationally recognizes employers that meet or 
exceed a National Standard of Excellence in commuter 
benefits

• More than 1300 employers and 18 Best Workplaces for 
Commuters Districts  nationwide covering more than 2.6 
million commuters

• Hundreds of supporting organizations 
in cities and states across the country
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Why Program is Growing
• Meet Air Quality Requirements, Reduce Traffic 

Congestion, Save Money
– Houston: BWC is part of the metro-regional strategy to meet air 

quality standards

• 2005 – 245,192 employees covered (100% increase from 2004)

• 2005 Environmental and Economic Impacts:  
– NOx:   ~300 tons per year:
– Gasoline saved:  12+ million gallons
– VMT reduced:  266 million miles per year
– CO2  122,000 metric tons

– New SIP/Conformity Guidance will be released late September

• Economic Development Strategy
– Cumberland Galleria Business District (Atlanta)-

• Developer finances commuter benefits to attract and retain tenants
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Why Program is Growing

Employer Perspective:

1. Distinguishes them from the competition
– Similar to other “Best” lists like Fortune’s 100 Best 

Companies to Work for

2. Demonstrates Environmental Leadership
– Show they care about community quality of life

3. Makes good business sense
– Save employers money and reduce demand for parking
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• Coordinate 
communications

• Offer Excellent 
Commuter Benefits 
− Emergency Ride Home
− One of four “Primary 

Benefits”
− Three or more 

“Supporting Benefits”

• Meet participation level 
(14% non-SOV)

• Report success to EPA
– Basic information updated 

annually
– Randomized surveys for 

some employers; assistance
provided by EPA

Primary benefit (choose 1)
• $30 transit
• $30 vanpool subsidy
• $30 parking cash out
• 6% or greater telecommuting

National Standard of Excellence
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Best Workplaces for CommutersSM

from the Fortune 500

• Inaugural list of 69 BWC participants from the 
Fortune 500 released in September, 2004  

• Results:
Total of 69 F500 companies
More than 400,000 commuters covered
F500 companies preventing pollution—

NOx      750 tons
VOC      450 tons
CO2    200,000 tons 

340+ positive media stories nationwide
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TOP 20 RANKED COMPANIES - 2004
1. Intel
2. Fannie Mae
3. Cisco Systems
4. USAA
5. Sun Microsystems (tie)
5. Oracle (tie)
7. Advanced Micro 

Devices
8. Texas Instruments
9. Safeco
10. EMC

11. Hewlett-Packard
12. Apple Computer
13. Devon Energy
14. Nike
15. Reliant Energy
16. IBM
17. Wyeth
18. WellPoint Health 

Networks
19. Dynegy
20. El Paso
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BWC from FORTUNE 500 --
2005
• Second annual list of BWC participating F500 

companies to be released on October 19, 2005

• Metropolitan areas will co-release lists
– Using F500 companies to anchor and jump-start region-wide 

adoption of the National Standard for Commuter Benefits
• North Texas (Dallas)
• San Francisco
• Phoenix
• New England
• Metro NY-NJ-CT

web: www.bwc.gov
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